
Hi Theatre Family, 

And just like that, it’s over. After weeks and months of planning, auditions, rehearsals, set building, 
costuming, media promotion, front-of-house magic and finally treading the boards, the curtain has 
come down on The Sound of Music. The entire season sold out before we even opened, and every 
extra performance we added was snapped up just as quickly. There’s no doubt about it — nostalgia 
sells. 

It’s one of those rare musicals where even if you walked in not knowing a single song, you’d still 
leave humming, whistling or belting out one of the showstoppers on your way to the car.              
My personal favourite? The Lonely Goatherd — an absolute delight every time. 

Huge congratulations to director Kelly Reid, whose vision shaped a production that was nothing 
short of spectacular. Equal thanks to musical director Linda Gilchrist and choreographer                
Emma Wellum-Smith — three of Hawke’s Bay’s finest creatives, and a powerhouse trio when it 
comes to bringing a show to life. 

And then there was the cast — what a fabulous ensemble. The stage was absolutely brimming with 
the crème de la crème of Hawke’s Bay acting and singing talent, a lineup that reminded us just how 
deep the well of creativity runs in our region. One thing that really stood out was the number of 
younger performers in the company. Their energy, confidence and sheer joy in performing were   
unmistakable, and it’s a sure sign that the future of local theatre is in very good heart. 

And of course, we can’t forget our wonderful patrons. I had the pleasure of meeting and greeting 
audiences on three separate occasions, and every single person I spoke to was positively glowing. 
They raved — genuinely raved — about how good the production was, how much they enjoyed 
themselves, and how excited they were to see such talent on display. 

A cast that shone, an audience that adored them, and a season that will be remembered for a long 
time. 

And just when you thought, “Phew! Time for a rest!” … well, not quite. The pause button is staying 
firmly untouched. We’re already buzzing with excitement as we dive straight into our next          
production, Sleighed to Death, directed by the talented Stephanie Drew. 

Auditions are set for August 9, and before you know it, we’ll be raising the curtain again in           
November. A brand-new show, a brand-new creative team, and a whole new adventure on stage. 

Can’t wait!! 

See you at The Playhouse 

Cheers, Ken (Ed) 



Thanks to Hayley Munro and Kelly Reid for 

the fab Photos 



Costume Hire – Theatre Hawke’s Bay 

Open Fridays, 4 pm – 6 pm Step into our 

treasure trove of costumes — hundreds 

to choose from! 

Mix & Match Magic From vintage gowns 

to quirky character outfits, find the    

perfect look for your next event or     

party 

Members enjoy 50% off hire fees — just 

show your member card at checkout. 

Everyone Welcome - Come explore, play 

dress-ups, and discover the fun of       

theatre style. 



5 reasons to be a THB  Member! 

Support local theatre: Keep Hawke’s Bay’s stages alive and 
thriving. 

Enjoy member perks including priority booking  

Join our creative community: Connect with actors,            
directors, and theatre lovers. 

Learn & get involved: Workshops, auditions, volunteering  

Help shape the future: Your membership keeps local      

talent shining. 

Click here to visit our membership sign-up 

https://www.eventfinda.co.nz/2026/les-miserables/waipawa?
https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2026/aug/hawkes-bay-theatrefest-showcase
https://theatrehb.co.nz/join-us/




 

If you came along to our recent       

production of The Sound of Music, you 

might have spotted something new — 

a tempting range of tasty ice-cream 

treats now available at the theatre! 

They were an absolute hit with         

audiences, and we’re delighted to say 

they’ll be sticking around for future 

shows as well. 

Because let’s be honest, nothing pairs better with a great night out than a 

sweet treat at intermission. It’s the perfect little moment of indulgence     

before Act Two sweeps you away. 

So go on — grab an ice-cream and make your night at the theatre even 

sweeter. 

Volunteers of the Month 

This month’s nomination comes from The 

Sound of Music production secretary, Sheree 

Osborne, who has chosen to recognise the 

incredible backstage crew from the show. 

This hardworking team brought                   

professionalism, fun, and absolute dedication 

to every rehearsal and performance. From 

quick-change chaos to seamless scene      

transitions, they kept the engine of the      

production running with skill, calm, and a 

whole lot of heart. The photo features just some of this amazing crew — a small snapshot of a 

much larger group who helped make the season shine. 

A huge thank-you to all of you. Your behind-the-scenes magic truly makes the theatre world go 

round. (Thanks for the pic Sheree) 



A wonderful season of The Sound of Music has 

come to an end, and what a journey it’s been. 

My heartfelt thanks to our Front of House and 

Bar team for your hard work, reliability, and 

good humour throughout the run.  

Your dedication makes every performance 

smoother, warmer, and more welcoming — I 

truly appreciate each of you. 

As always, there’s room for more helping 

hands. If you’ve ever thought about joining the 

Front of House crew, we’d love to have you.  

Or, if costumes are more your style, our  

Costume Hire team would be thrilled to welcome new volunteers too.  

Both departments are running a little light on numbers at the moment, so please get 

in touch if either role sparks your interest. 

During the season we also ran a raffle for tickets to the opening nights of our next 

two productions — congratulations to Alison Winmill, our lucky winner. Alison has 

been contacted and is already looking forward to seeing what’s coming next. 

Once again, thank you all for your support, your energy, and your enthusiasm. It 

means the world to us. 

Jeannette Mackenzie 

Front of House Manager 

THB Vice President. 



Note: Cartoon graphics in this newsletter are AI generated 

https://tlas.co.nz/
https://offthetrack.co.nz/ 
https://radiohawkesbay.org.nz/
https://www.theatrehb.co.nz/
https://www.eventservices.co.nz/
https://www.advintage.co.nz/
https://www.speedysigns.co.nz/store/hastings



